The Nima Maamobi Learning Centre and the Nima Library are very large libraries in their community and Kathy Knowles, a Canadian woman, founded them. The Nima Library or junior library is smaller and contains a lot of junior learning textbooks and storybooks. The senior library is larger and is made from stone.  Both libraries are located on the Kanda Highway. Through Kathy’s efforts, some of the librarians, and not forgetting the Almighty God, the community has achieved a lot of knowledge through the coming and learning that takes place at the library.

At the Centre there is a drama group, which started with a few members and a powerful performance. They have performed a lot of stories like Cinderella and Sons and Daughters. Then ten years later, the drama group became very large with more and more members – both educated and non-educated ones. They decided to rename their group to honour the founder of the library. It is now called the Kathy Knowles Theatre Company Limited. [K.K.T.C.L.].

The dramas are directed by their one and only director Martin Adjei Legend and he is supported by Joshua Atibila, the president of the company, the executive members and some of the floor members. Now the company has collaborated with the Ghana Union Of Theatre Society [GUTS].

The company has performed more plays including The Legend of Aku Sika and The Story Ananse Told by Professor Martin Owusu who teaches at the University of Ghana, Brotherhood, The End Of Sakawa, The Marriage of Anansewa, The Gods Are Not To Blame, Ancestral Sacrifice and more. They are always performed to enthusiastic audiences. 

In 2009, there is a lot of excitement and surprise because the company is now bringing out another production on the 11 December 2009 with an opera entitled The Orphans of Qumbu written by Michael Williams of South Africa. To my knowledge this production has never been performed by any of the theatre companies in Ghana. The Kathy Knowles Theatre Company Limited is the first to bring out this production. 

The opera is divided into eight scenes and uses a large cast. The hero of the opera is a character called Sticks who was found in a basket when he was only a baby. His parents, now deceased, put him in a basket when the Great War started in Qumbu Land. Sticks, 15 years of age, travels towards Qumbu Land with Sofi, an old woman and his friend Silas, a storyteller who hopes to find a story in Qumbu to write.  Sticks is an orphan because he lost his parents during the war in Qumbu. 

These three friends arrive in Qumbu where Sticks finds orphans under the rule of some white man. The Qumbu townsfolk, including the innkeepers and farmers, are very dangerous in such a way that they do kill.  The white men also include the Policeman, the Judge and Beadle or Pastor.

The Orphans of Qumbu is a nice opera and you should try and get your tickets before 11 – 12 December 2009.  They are only 20 GHps. Come and watch the actors who act and sing marvelously. Their voices are heard clearly even when they are rehearsing. They listen to each other and are very focused in their roles, going with the rhythm of the drums. They are disciplined and respectful to their directors Martin Adjei and Sophie Knowles. Listen, the young talented actors from the Nima Community Library are now singing and acting with the opera very well and may Almighty God bless them and help them with difficulties. 

Kathy has done a lot for me, Aziz Abillah, and the communities and the Company. May the Almighty God bless her and all her entire families and also Mr. Eric Rose in Canada. I am not forgetting you. 

Aziz Abillah

